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“REBUILDING TOGETHER” TAKES ON OAKLAND & BAY AREA
Volunteers to upgrade low-income elderly homes and community centers
OAKLAND, Calif., —April 19, 2004—Saturday April 24™ from 8am to 5pm, Rebuilding
Together Oakland will renovate twenty-three low-income elderly homes and community

centers throughout Oakland with an army of over 1,000 volunteers. On National
Rebuilding Dayj, skilled and unskilled volunteers, from some 14 Bay Area and 250+
national chapters, will assist low-income elderly homeowners to stay in their homes with
much needed repairs and safety enhancements. Not only do volunteers transform homes,
but also the lives of all involved, by coming together as a community for an amazing day

of hard work and dedicated service.

This transformation in a day does not come easily. For almost a year Rebuilding
Together staff and volunteer house captains make sure that every moment counts on
Rebuilding Day with carefully laid plans. They are helped by generous donations,
supplies, and time volunteered by individuals and companies large and small. According
to Phil Kilbridge, Executive Director of Rebuilding Together Oakland, “It is an
wonderful process to see. By 8am on Rebuilding Day, up to 50 volunteers at each home
are divided into teams and launch into full gear to accomplish their repair goals.”
Kilbridge adds, “By the end of the day everyone is exhausted, but extremely proud in

what they have accomplished.”

This year there are some truly exceptional projects and partners. Rebuilding Together
will be rehabilitating a non-profit community center, The Good Samaritan Home, located

at 1615 10™ Avenue in Oakland, and run by Cleveland Thomas, a 75 year-old retired



Bechtel engineer. Mr. Thomas is a full-time volunteer Executive Director who dedicates
his time and money to support the Good Samaritan Home that feeds the hungry. On
Friday mornings as many as 250 hungry people stand in line at “Good Sam” to receive a
bag of groceries including fruit vegetables, milk, rice, chicken and other wholesome
ingredients. Good Sam operates out of a bungalow—in much need of repair—at the edge
of the Eastlake and San Antonio districts in Oakland, and also serves as an informal
community center. Volunteers from PeopleSoft and Give Something Back will tackle
important renovations including a rebuilt staircase, lighting improvements, clean-up and

painting, debris removal and landscaping.

Another inspiring project is the renovation of the home owned by artist Ruth Sipper,
located at 2820 Magee Avenue in Oakland. Ruth has lived in her home since 1971, and
points out that her house is as old as she is—some 81 years—and is in need of some key
repairs. At age twelve her family fled Nazi Germany, eventually settling in Israel where
she attended art school and met her future husband. Widowed for over 13 years, she is
still an active artist and print maker. She looks forward to a new kitchen floor as well as
repaired back porch, and overall clean-up and painting of her home. The team includes
volunteers from Countrywide, Rebuilding Together, and carpenter Sean Rossiter, and
general contractor Laurence Hansen. This renovation also marks the tenth year for House

Captain Tom Green and his poker group working together on a project.

Then there is the home of great-great grandmother Luella Edmund, located at 1719 E.
15™ Street in Oakland. Ms. Edmund, a 82 year-old matriarch to her large loving family,
was born in Louisiana and had to drop out of school after the third grade to look after her
younger siblings and pick cotton with her family. Then she often worked several jobs to
make ends meet for her own family. Twenty-five years ago her best friend had a dream
that Ms. Edmond was going to win something big and buy a home. They traveled to
Reno, and she won enough money for a down payment on her dream house. Now she
looks forward to its renovation with a team from Honey Do Repair, Head Royce School,
and Middlebury College Alumni, with projects including plumbing repairs, interior and

exterior painting, porch repair, and debris removal.



About Rebuilding Together

Rebuilding Together (formerly Christmas in April) is the largest volunteer rehabilitation
organization in America, providing free services to low-income, homeowners,
particularly the elderly, the disabled and families with children. In 1988, Christmas in
April USA was founded as a national organization with 13 affiliates serving 18 states.
Throughout 2004, the organization grew to include 865 cities and towns in all 50 states.
The cumulative effort through the year 2004 is a total of 2.3 million volunteers who have
worked over 24 million hours to rehabilitate 87,450 houses and nonprofit facilities,

delivering $812 million in market value.



