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West Oakland residents cel-
chrated the Re-Opening of the
Wade Fohnson Park and to hon-
of the contributions of many
denars and volunteers, Joining
the May X1 celebration were
Wade Johnson's two daughters
and pranddaughter.

Pror fo the renovation,
Wade Johnson Park was just
a few benches nsed mostly by
the bomeless population in the
aren. When the Cakland Uni-
fied Schopl District (CHUSD)
maved some of its offices
inio the old Cole Elementary
School, which is adjacent to
the park, Police Chief Pete Sar-
na founded, with the support
of KaB(0OM the “Together we
Can”™ program for the neigh-
b children,

The Rebuilding Together
Chakland crganmization and their
sponsor, MoGuire and Hester,
prepared the grounds.  Mike
Hester, President of MeGuira
and Hesgter, smid “Ti's reward-
ing 1o be in & postion o give
hack onee ina while” We have
been blessed.,” Kym Lugman,
the Executive Dhrector of Re-
building Togsther Oakland,
gaiid they were honorad to bring
their spomsor to help build a
safe play area,

Humclreds of volunieers also
helped install the play equip-
ment, paint the basketball
court, pamt benches, install
plamter boxes, and other tacks.
The renovated Park is within
walking diztance for children
in the community and, with the

me beft fo rlght "i"r'ndi: .]:-ln Aman,Yera Pitts,ken Houston, and Renee Henry, Photos h}'
izene Harzard.

location near the OUSD Police
Services building, will provide
a safe haven for neighborhood
families to langh and play 1o-
gedher,

The park 15 named after
Wade Johnson, a community
activiet who founded the Tnit-
e Taxpayversand Yoters Union,
servied on the Housing and Ap-
peals Board and had the ear of
many Wi ||=a|.i||:|::&, :i|:||.'5|.1:|]i|13
then Chief of Police George
Hurt, Ome of hos daughters, Dr.
Vera Pitts, said, "It is a tribate
to his vision and civic invalve-
ment that his legacy includes
a community park named for
him_ "

Councileember Mancy Ma-
die] thanked Chiel Sama, vals
unteess amd donors,



